
 

Our Brilliant Speakers 
 

Bob McDonald has been communicating science 

internationally through television, radio, print and live 

presentations for more than 30 years. He is the host of CBC 

Radio’s Quirks and Quarks, the award-winning science 

program with a national audience of nearly 500,000 people. 

He is also a regular reporter for CBC Television’s The National 

as well as Gemini winning host and writer of the children’s 

series Head’s Up. Bob has also hosted Greatest Canadian 

Invention and the seven part series Water Under Fire. 

 

As a print journalist, McDonald has authored three science 

books and contributed to numerous science textbooks, 

newspapers and magazines including The Globe and Mail, 

Owl Magazine and many others. His latest book is Measuring 

the Earth With a Stick. He wrote the introduction to The 

Quirks & Quarks Question book and the Guide to Space: 42 

Questions (and Answers) About Life, the Universe, and 

Everything. 

Beyond his work in media, Bob sits on several boards and is 

Chairman of Geospace, an exciting new environmental centre 

and planetarium for the Toronto Waterfront. 

McDonald has been honoured for his outstanding 

contribution to the promotion of science in Canada as the 

recipient of the Michael Smith Award from the Natural 

Sciences and Engineering Research Council, the Sir Sanford 

Fleming Medal from the Royal Canadian Institute and the 

McNeil Medal from The Royal Society of Canada. McDonald 

was also the recipient of a 2008 Gemini Award for Best Host 

in a Pre-School, Children's or Youth Program or Series. 

He has received four honorary Doctorates, from the 

University of Guelph, Carleton University, Laurentian 

University and McMaster University. 

He is constantly in demand to speak for a variety of 

audiences across Canada. 

 



Bruce Strum is President and founder of Strum 

Environmental, an environmental consulting firm situated in 

Bedford (Halifax) Nova Scotia. Strum has been in operation 

for 15 years and has grown to provide engineering, 

hydrogeological and geotechnical services. Employing 25 

engineers, hydrogeologists, Masters level scientists and 

technical staff, Strum provides services to developers, the 

financial industry and government entities throughout 

Atlantic Canada. Bruce Strum is a Contaminant 

Hydrogeologist, and is licensed as a Professional Geologist in 

all four Atlantic Provinces. Bruce is tasked with growing 

Strum, providing technical input on contaminant related 

projects and developing Strum’s expanding services. Mr. 

Strum has taught at Nova Scotia universities and regularly 

presents at industry forums and seminars throughout Atlantic 

Canada. 

 

Nickolas Heap has held the position of Climate 

and Energy Policy Analyst for the David Suzuki Foundation as 

a Climate and Energy Policy Analyst since 2005. He works 

with government, scientists, energy experts and activists to 

advance sustainable energy solutions for government, utilities 

and the private sector. 

Nick served on the External Review Panel of BC Hydro’s 2007 

Conservation Potential Review study. He has promoted 

effective policies within BC’s climate change plan and the 

Western Climate Initiative cap-and-trade system. Currently 

Nick is intervening in the international Western Renewable 

Energy Zones planning process. 

Prior to his work with the Foundation, Nick worked in local 

government for seven years, including five years at Metro 

Vancouver developing policy on air quality, climate change 

and broader sustainability issues. Nick also led the 

development of several Community Energy Plans for B.C. 

municipalities and First Nations while working for the 

Pembina Institute. Nick has an M.A. in Community Planning 

from the University of British Columbia 

 

 



Derek Satnik was awarded as the KW Chamber of 

Commerce's 2008 "Entrepreneur of the Year" and as the 

Canadian Net-Zero Energy Home Coalition (NZEHC)'s "2009 

Net-Zero Energy Home Champion of the Year". Derek is 

versed in green building and renewable energy policy from 

his many board and committee seats at the Ontario 

Sustainable Energy Association (OSEA), Green Energy Act 

Alliance (GEAA), Canada Green Building Council (CaGBC), US 

Green Building Council (USGBC), Canadian Residential Energy 

Services Network (CRESNET), Net-Zero Energy Home 

Coalition ((NZEHC)), or the more local Community Renewable 

Energy Waterloo (CREW), Local Initiative for Future Energy 

Co-op (LIFE), Sustainable Waterloo, and more. Derek 

continues to play a key role in defining green housing 

programs such as ENERGY STAR, LEED, Solar Ready, and Net-

Zero, and is a recognized expert in green buildings 

(residential, commercial, and industrial) and renewable energy 

policy. 

 

Derek also serves as Managing Director of 

OntarioGreenSpec.ca, an online database of product and 

service providers within the green building and green energy 

markets of Ontario. His responsibilities include building 

partnerships, business development channels, and programs 

such as www.hsh-competition.ca: the organization’s new 

Home Sweet Home competition. 

Derek is an Electrical Engineer by trade, and has worked in 

the consulting industry in various roles since 1999, most 

notably with Stantec Consulting Ltd., Enermodal Engineering 

Ltd, and now Mindscape Innovations Group Inc. Derek’s 

personal experience ranges from design of power / lighting / 

communications / controls systems for the commercial, 

institutional, and industrial sectors, to more general aspects 

of sustainable design and energy efficiency as a Sustainability 

Engineer and LEED Consultant. 

 

 



John P. Smol is a professor of biology at Queen’s 

University (Kingston, Ontario), where he also holds the 

Canada Research Chair in Environmental Change. John also 

co-directs the Paleoecological Environmental Assessment and 

Research Lab (PEARL), a group of over 30 students and other 

scientists dedicated to the study of global environmental 

change, and especially as it relates to lake ecosystems. John 

has authored about 400 journal publications and chapters 

since 1980, as well as completed 16 books, including one 

textbook. He was the founding Editor of the international 

Journal of Paleolimnology (1987-2007) and is the current 

Editor of the journal Environmental Reviews. Since 1990 he 

has been awarded over 25 research and teaching awards, 

including the 2004 NSERC Herzberg Gold Medal as Canada’s 

top scientist or engineer. John has also won 6 teaching 

awards, including the 3M National Teaching Fellowship, 

considered by many to be Canada’s highest teaching award. 

He has lectured on all seven continents, and has authored 

about 700 conference presentations, which include many 

keynotes and plenary lectures.  

 

 



Ian Baines, an Electrical graduate from the infamous 

class of Science 74 is best known locally as the founder of the 

Wolfe Island Wind project. Based on his memories of windy 

days along the Queens waterfront he visualized a large wind 

park on the off-shore island in April 1993. This was later 

translated in to one of the first provincial wind energy 

contracts - with Ontario Hydro in 1995. Unfortunately the 

utility later reneged on these early agreements, which only 

made Ian more determined to see Kingston become the wind 

capital of the province. After founding Canadian Renewable 

Energy in early 2000, he acquired development rights to a 

large number of island farms, studied interconnecting with 

the grid in Kingston Township and initiated engineering and 

environmental studies in 2002. By the time the project was 

ready for construction, CREC had been acquired by Canadian 

Hydro Developers and Ian remained involved with the project 

as a consultant. 

 

Since that time he has assumed the role of President of 

Barrington Wind Energy who recently sold a 125 MW wind 

project to a UK based utility. He is also founder and President 

of Windstream Energy, a New York City based developer with 

more than 1,500 MW under development in Ontario, BC and 

Wyoming. Of interest to Wolfe Island Wind fans is his off-

shore 300 MW development currently in the planning stage. 

This would see additional turbines located in the windy, open 

waters of Lake Ontario west of the islands. 

 

Ian is also Chief Operating Officer for Horizon Hydro, with 

two waterpower plants under construction.  A past Chairman 

of the Ontario Waterpower Association and long time 

director of the Association of Independent Power Producers 

of Ontario - he has worked full time within the renewable 

energy field since founding his first development firm in 

1990.  A Consulting Engineer with a renewables problem, Ian 

will speak of the excitement and the challenges facing 

renewable developers in the province, of his experience as an 

entrepreneur and what he learned from Queens that made all 

of this possible. 

 

 



Hugh Helferty, since assuming his current 

position in March 2005, has led ExxonMobil’s Products 

Research & Technology organization headquartered in 

Paulsboro, NJ, and is responsible for the Paulsboro Technical 

Center; the TonenGeneral Research Center in Japan; and the 

Sarnia Research Center in Ontario. In addition to his 

organizational responsibilities, he sponsors the Paulsboro 

Women’s Network, the Introduce A Girl to Engineering and 

Science Ambassador programs, and annual sitewide United 

Way Campaigns. 

 

Hugh is also active within the community as he currently 

serves on the Board of Directors of the United Way of 

Gloucester County, NJ. Previously, he was on the Board of the 

Louisiana Arts and Sciences Museum in Baton Rouge, LA. He 

has also served as a member of the American Petroleum 

Institute’s Technology Committee and on the Board of 

Directors of the Coordinating Research Council. 

Hugh received his BSc in Chemistry from Queen’s in 1977 and 

his PhD from the University of Toronto in 1981. He returned 

to earn his MBA at Queen’s in 1985 after spending several 

years in research with Imperial Oil (Exxon’s affiliate in Canada) 

in Sarnia, Ontario. 

 

 

Brian Sterling is Chief Executive Officer of OnTrace 

Agri‐food Traceability, having been appointed to that position 

after its incorporation in 2006. He is responsible for 

management of all aspects of OnTrace operations and is 

recognized in Canada and internationally for his leadership 

on food traceability. 

 

Brian spent nearly twenty years in his early career with the 

DuPont Company, advancing through a broad range of 

positions in North America. Since 1996, he progressed 

through senior roles in management and technology 

consulting. Prior to joining OnTrace, he was Director of 

Business Development for RFID and Product Traceability at 

IBM Canada. In that role he became recognized as a 

traceability expert, helping clients understand and achieve 

the business benefits of traceability. 

 

Before joining IBM, Brian was Vice President/General 

Manager of a mid-sized engineering and technology 

 



consulting firm. It was at that time that he first developed a 

vision for whole-chain food traceability and led projects in 

the USA and Canada, including Can-Trace. During that 

project, he led development of a business case for 

whole‐chain food traceability. 

 

Brian graduated from Chemical Engineering at Queen’s in 

1974 and was the original manager of Clark Hall Pub. He 

currently resides with his family just outside Toronto. 

 

Jim Bracken is Senior Vice President Major Projects 

at AltaGas.  In this capacity he led the development and 

construction of the Bear Mountain Wind Park near Dawson 

Creek, BC.  Bear Mountain Wind Park is owned and operated 

by AltaGas, and in October 2009, became the first wind farm 

operating in BC.     

AltaGas is a diversified energy infrastructure business.  Its 

growth objectives include investing in renewable power 

projects across Canada and the U.S.  AltaGas has a renewable 

power portfolio under development which includes wind 

power projects in Canada and the northern and western 

United States, as well as run-of-river hydroelectric projects in 

British Columbia.   

Mr. Bracken is a Chartered Accountant and a Queen’s Com-

merce graduate.  He has experience in the energy and energy 

consulting industries. He has held a variety of senior level 

marketing, operational and consulting jobs in Ontario and 

Alberta. 

 

 

 



José Etcheverry is a member of the Faculty of 

Environmental Studies at York University and also a research 

and policy analyst for the David Suzuki Foundation, where he 

has published research on renewable energy (Smart 

Generation: Powering Ontario with Renewable Energy) and on 

energy efficiency (Bright Future: Avoiding Blackouts in 

Ontario). 

 

In additon, he represented the David Suzuki Foundation in 

the Alternative Energy Task Force organized by BC Premier 

Gordon Campbell and in the Climate negotiations held in 

Montreal (2005) and Bonn (2006). José represents Dr. Suzuki 

in the Advisory Committee of Hon. Dwight Duncan, Ontario’s 

Minister of Energy. In 2006 José was appointed by Hermann 

Scheer to become one of the chairs of the World Council for 

Renewable Energy. 

 

Prior to joining the foundation José worked for the climate 

change team of the Global Environment Facility in 

Washington DC and also was an intern for the Mexican 

Electricity Research Institute. His current research is focused 

on renewable energy technology transfer, training and 

education, climate change and energy policy. José is also a 

researcher and Canadian correspondent for the global 

Renewables Status Reports (2005, 2006, and forthcoming 

2007 edition), which are published by Worldwatch Institute 

on behalf of REN21 (REN21 is a global policy network 

organized after the 2004 International Bonn Conference on 

Renewable Energy, for details see www.ren21.net). 

The 2005 global overview of renewable energy was released 

in China at the Beijing International Renewable Energy 

Conference (November 7-8 2005). 

 

He is a Member of the Chairmen Committee of the World 

Council for Renewable Energy, the Steering Committee of the 

Canadian Renewable Energy Alliance also a Board Member of 

the British Columbia Sustainable Energy Association, the 

Windfall Ecology Centre and of Resource Efficient Agriculture 

Production (REAP Canada). 

 

http://www.ren21.net/


Steven Moore wears two hats. He is a professor of 

sustainability at the Queen's School of Business and 

Laurentian University, earning his post-graduate degree in 

Environmental Studies from York University. He is a Member 

of the Queen's Sustainability Advisory Committee, established 

by the Vice-Principal Academic and Vice-Principal Operations 

and Finance, to help make the university more sustainable. 

He is also dedicated to practical applications of sustainability. 

For the last 11 years he has lived off-the-grid by producing 

solar power for his home and his organic farm of cattle, pigs, 

sheep, and chickens. He has just finished building an earth-

sheltered home on the banks of the Salmon river with 

century-old reclaimed Douglas fir timbers, a green roof, and 

passive solar design; soon to be powered by a run-of-the-

river hydroelectric turbine. 

 

 

Gary Jarosz has over 25 years experience in the 

ICT and electronics industries. He is currently Vice President 

at Global Emissions Systems Inc., a world leader in the design, 

development and manufacture of emissions control 

technologies that reduce up to 99% of carbon monoxide, 

hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides (greenhouse and smog 

related emissions) for any commercial fuel burning engine. 

Prior to Global Emissions he was President and CEO of 

PowerCart Systems Inc., a provider of mobile power solutions, 

and Senior VP, North American Sales and Marketing for 

Mobile Computing Corporation, a wireless mobile software 

solution provider. He has also held roles as VP of Operations 

for Sharp Electronics of Canada Ltd, VP and General Manager 

for eAssist Global Solutions Canada Inc., and various senior 

sales and marketing positions, as well as Chief Information 

Officer for Xerox Canada Ltd. Mr. Jarosz started his 

professional career at IBM Canada Ltd. Mr. Jarosz holds a 

Bachelor of Business Management from Ryerson University, 

and has completed postgraduate management studies 

through the Harvard Business School, Richard Ivey School of 

Business and IMD in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Mr. Jarosz serves on the board of Bridgepoint Health 

Foundation. He has also served as a Board Director for the 

Ontario Chamber of Commerce and has also volunteered for 

multiple terms as a member of the Cabinet of the United Way 

of Greater Toronto. 

 



Colin Schmidt (Queen’s Honours B.Comm’06) is a 

Manager with KPMG’s Transactions & Restructuring practice, 

where he advises clients on acquisition, divestiture and 

refinancing projects.  Colin has assisted financial and 

corporate investors on over 35 acquisition projects, ranging 

in size from $5 million to over $5 billion, for various large 

corporate and private equity clients including Ontario 

Teachers’ Pension Plan, Canada Pension Plan Investment 

Board, China Investment Corporation and International 

Petroleum Investment Corporation.  Recently, Colin advised a 

variety of companies on their investment in Ontario’s 

renewable energy and clean technology sectors.  Currently in 

the process of completing his Chartered Financial Analyst and 

Chartered Business Valuator designations, Colin is a former 

co-chair of the CEEC 2005 conference. 
 

Sarah Jones combines expertise in 

communications and market research in her role as 

Consultant at TerraChoice to help each client build their 

genuine, unique, and winning environmental value 

proposition.  

 

At TerraChoice, Sarah has delivered consulting projects for a 

wide array of clients in tissue and paper products, janitorial 

and sanitation services, biomass power production, and 

packaging. Sarah has worked with leading cleaning product 

manufacturer Avmor on the development of a 

communications program to help leverage its internal 

sustainability efforts. She has conducted an investigation of 

the local socio-economic benefits created by energy crop 

production for Drax Power, the largest power producer in the 

UK. Additionally, she developed online “green” learning 

modules for Kruger Products, a leading tissue and paper 

manufacturer. Sarah also worked with Refrigerant 

Management Canada, a leading extended producer 

responsibility program, on a range of communications and 

marketing projects including a new website, marketing 

materials, and an annual report and Chair’s presentation. 

 

Sarah has worked on several consumer-facing environmental 

marketing initiatives such as the AIR MILES My Planet 

Rewards Program, a leading consumer loyalty program that 

provides consumers with an opportunity to redeem points for 

greener products and services. She also recently contributed 

 



to a major research project for Ocean Wise - a leading 

seafood labeling program.  

 

Sarah graduated with a Bachelor of Arts with a Major in 

Communications and a Minor in Business Administration 

from the University of Ottawa. 

 

 


